Auto Trader Launches First Ever National Advertising Campaign

Montreal (Quebec), September 12, 2006 – Trader Corporation has just launched a new multi-media campaign across Canada for its Auto Trader™ brand. The campaign, which includes TV, outdoor and online, uses the line “Come meet your match”, and positions Auto Trader and AutoTrader.ca™ as the place to find the perfect car.


“Auto Trader has always had strong brand recognition and with this campaign, we want to reinforce our leadership within the online and print classified markets” says Bob Nunn, Director of Marketing Communications.  “The Match Maker concept, developed by john st. advertising, conveys the message that Auto Trader is one of the most complete sources of used vehicles in Canada.”

 

“The campaign parodies the advertising approach of online dating sites, featuring earnest people looking for their perfect partner,” says Angus Tucker, co-creative director at john st. “Finding the right car and finding the right partner are pretty similar searches. There’s a lot at stake and you don’t want to blow it. Playing off the world of online dating was a simple way of getting the “meet your match” idea across in a really fun way.”

 


The campaign launches with a 30 second spot on September 11. It starts with three individual stories of the hardships of finding ‘the one’. The pay off is unveiled when they found their match thanks to Auto Trader. 15 seconds spots, which tell the individual stories, launch later in the month. Out-of-home and online executions round off the campaign. The French adaptation was handled by Cossette Communications Marketing Montreal, media handled by Cossette Communications Marketing Toronto and Montreal, and on-line execution by Tribal DDB Vancouver.

About Trader Corporation
Trader Corporation is a Canadian leader in print and online vertical media with approximately 200 publications and 20 web sites covering four product verticals: automotive, real estate, general merchandise and employment. Its main brands include Auto Trader™, Auto Hebdo™, The Bargain Finder™, Buy&Sell™, Renters News™ and Home Renters’ Guide™. For more information, visit www.tradercorporation.com.
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